
Psyched for Research: Learn It, Live It, Love It! 
PowerPoint Presentation Rubric 

 
Objective Low Performance  

(59 points or below) 
Average Performance (60-75 
points) 

High Performance 
(76-100 points) 

Score 

Story Board The storyboard is incomplete 
and lacks detail. Slides are not 
organized in a logical sequence, 
and placement of graphics, 
hyperlinks, audio files, etc. is 
not indicated. 

One or two errors from the “Low 
Performance” list. 

The storyboard illustrates the slide 
presentation structure with thumbnail 
sketches including the title of the slide, 
the text, background color, placement 
and size of graphics, font color/size, 
web addresses for hyperlinks (if 
applicable), and locations of audio files 
(if applicable).  The slides are 
numbered and are organized in a 
logical sequence. 

 

Text Elements The fonts are small or illegible in 
most places (due to size or 
color). The slides contain too 
much text (full sentences, long 
bullets, paragraphs). 

Most fonts are easy to read, but 
in one or two places the fonts 
are small or illegible (due to size 
or color); OR One or two slides 
contain too much text (full 
sentences, long bullets, 
paragraphs).  

The fonts are easy-to read, and point-
size varies appropriately for headings 
and text. Use of italics, bold, and 
indentations enhances readability. 
Text is the appropriate length, and the 
slides are not crowded. Background 
and font colors enhance readability. 

 

Layout The layout does not contribute 
to the overall message of each 
slide. Headings, subheadings, 
and white space are not 
appropriately used. Slides 
appear empty OR crowded. 

One error from the “Low 
Performance” list. 

The layout is aesthetically pleasing 
and contributes to the overall message 
of each slide. Headings, subheadings, 
and white space are used 
appropriately. 

 

Citations Sources of information are not 
properly cited throughout the 
presentation, and a properly 
formatted (MLA) is not included 
as a last slide. 

One error from the “Low 
Performance” list. 

Sources of information are properly 
cited so that the audience can 
determine the credibility and authority 
of the information presented. All 
sources of information are clearly 
identified and credited throughout the 
presentation, and a complete list of 
sources cited is included as the last 

 



slide. 
 
 
 

Graphics/Sound/ 
Animation 

The graphics, sound, and/or 
animation do not reinforce the 
overall theme, OR are irrelevant 
to the topic being presented. No 
original images are used. The 
visual theme is not consistent 
throughout. 

Most of the graphics, sound, 
and/or animation are 
appropriate, but in one or two 
places there are irrelevant or 
inappropriate items. The visual 
theme is fairly consistent 
throughout the presentation.  

The graphics, sound, and/or animation 
assist in presenting an overall theme 
and enhance understanding of 
concepts, ideas, and relationships 
presented. Original images are 
created using proper size and 
resolution, and all images enhance 
content. There is a consistent visual 
theme. 

 

Objective Low Performance  
(1 point) 

Average Performance (2 points) High Performance 
(3 points) 

Score 

Writing Mechanics The text is poorly written and 
contains errors in grammar, 
punctuation, and spelling 
throughout. 

Most of the text is clearly written, 
but there are one or two slides 
that contain errors in grammar, 
punctuation, and/or spelling. 

The text is clearly written with little or 
no editing required for grammar, 
punctuation, and spelling. 

 

Teamwork (if 
applicable) and 
Presentation 

It is evident that there was little 
or no teamwork. The group 
members did not share ideas 
and help each other. The work 
was not equally divided. Not all 
group members participated, 
OR most of them read during 
the presentation. 

The group members worked 
together and communicated, but 
did not devote sufficient time to 
reviewing and evaluating the 
finished product. Some 
members of the group read 
during part or all of the 
presentation. 

It is evident that group members 
helped each other, shared ideas, 
developed and evaluated their finished 
product(s). The project is clearly a 
group effort.  All members of the group 
present information, speaking clearly 
without reading. 

 

Content and 
Engagement 

The content is hard to follow 
and the sequence of ideas is 
hard to follow.  Little or no 
supporting information is 
offered. The presenter failed to 
engage the audience. The main 
idea is unclear. Information is 
inaccurate and is obtained from 
unreliable sources. 

The content is presented 
logically. The audience is fairly 
engaged and the main idea of 
the project is clear. Information 
is mostly accurate and is 
obtained mostly from primary 
sources. 

The content is presented clearly with a 
logical progression of ideas and 
supporting information. The 
presentation includes motivating 
questions and engages the audience. 
The presentation gives the audience a 
clear sense of the project’s main idea. 
Information is accurate, current, and 
comes mainly from primary sources. 

 

Average Score  



 


