
Psyched for Research: Learn It, Live It, Love It! 
Research Paper Rubric 

 
Objective Low Performance 

(59 points or below) 
Average Performance 
(60-75 points) 

High Performance 
(76-100 points) 

Score 

Introduction 
& 
Background  

Neither implicit nor explicit reference 
is made to the topic that is to be 
examined.  OR more than one error 
from column 2. 

Readers are aware of the overall problem, 
challenge, or topic that is to be examined.  
Some of the background information is 
irrelevant to the proposed experiment OR 
redundant.  OR the rationale for the 
experiment is unclear. 

The introduction provides a 
context for the research question, 
and includes key concepts and 
relevant background information. 
Significance of the information to 
the proposed experiment is 
unquestionable. Insights into the 
problem are appropriate.  The 
rationale for the experiment and 
the major gaps in the knowledge 
are described thoroughly.  
Dependent and independent 
variables are identified, as is the 
hypothesis (if any). 

 

Research 
Question 

More than one error indicated in 
column 2. 

The student has chosen a specific, 
researchable question, but the question 
has been heavily researched already; OR 
the question is not specific OR not 
researchable; OR the purpose of the 
experiment is unclear or not supported by 
the background information. 

The student has chosen a 
specific, researchable question 
that has the potential to add to 
the current body of knowledge (a 
gap in the knowledge is 
addressed). There is a clear, 
direct purpose for the experiment. 
The hypothesis and research 
question are strongly supported 
by the background information. 

 

Materials & 
Methods  

More than two elements missing or 
inadequate. 

One or two elements from column 3 
missing or inadequate. 

The materials and methods 
include a list of materials, a 
thorough and specific explanation 
of all procedures, specific 
independent and dependent 
variables, and expected results. 
Enough detail is included to 

 



determine that the methodology is 
sound, and to carry out the study.  
The experimental design is logical 
given the question, and current 
methods are used.  The author 
demonstrates that the chosen 
methodology is sound (among 
alternatives).  The study design, a 
description of the subjects, 
instruments to be used, 
procedures, and length of the 
study are included.  The author 
addresses the merits and 
limitations of the study. 

Clarity and 
Quality of 
Writing  

It is hard to know what the writer is 
trying to express. Writing is 
convoluted. Misspelled words, 
incorrect grammar, and improper 
punctuation are evident. 

Writing is generally clear, but 
unnecessary words are occasionally 
used. Meaning is sometimes hidden. 
Paragraph or sentence structure is too 
repetitive. 

Writing is crisp, clear, and 
succinct. The writer incorporates 
the active voice and passive 
voice when appropriate. The use 
of modifiers, parallel construction, 
and scientific language are 
appropriate.  Transitions tie 
sections together, as well as 
adjacent paragraphs. 
 

 

Citations 
(APA format) 

Citations for statements included in 
the report were not present, or 
references listed were not found in 
the text. 

Citations within the body of the report and 
a corresponding reference list were 
presented. Some formatting problems 
exist, or components were missing. OR 
less than three primary sources were 
used. 

All needed citations were 
included in the report. References 
matched the citations, and all 
were encoded in MLA format.  At 
least THREE primary sources 
were cited. 

 

Timeliness Material was submitted late.  Material is submitted on time.  
Average Score  
 
 
 
   


