
NYC Species Info Sheet 

Researcher Name: Chris Nagy 

 

Species Common Name: Eastern screech owl  Species Scientific Name: Megascops asio 

 

 
How did this species arrive in New York City (if native, write “native”)? 

Native 

 

What is the conservation status of this species in all of its range (common, rare, threatened, or endangered)? 

Common 

 

What is the status of this species in New York City?  Is it common or very rare?  Is it stable or in trouble?  

Fairly rare outside of Staten Island – only found in a few wooded parks 

 

 

What habitats does this species select in its historical (non-urban) habitat? Be sure to include important habitat 

features (caves, water, tree cavities, etc.) this species needs. 

Young – mid-aged hardwood forests, edge habitats (field/forest and forest/water borders) for foraging 

Requires tree cavities for nesting 

 

 

What is this species diet and foraging behavior in its historical (non-urban) habitat? 

Very generalist - Eats insects, small mammals, some birds, fish, amphibians 

 

Does this species' habitat, diet, or behavior change in an urban environment?  How? 

Screech owls sometimes roost in human-made structures in the City.  They have been seen foraging near dumpsters 

and garbage cans for mice.  Some evidence that they breed earlier in the year in Central Park 

 

Where is this species found in New York City?  What boroughs?  Specific places? 

Found in a few parks in the Bronx, 2 in Manhattan (reintroduced in 1), and a few in Queens.  Fairly common in 

Staten Island 

 

 

What management decisions have been made or are being debated regarding this species? 

Appropriateness of reintroduction is being debated; scientists are trying to determine what habitat conditions are 

favorable to screech owl in an urban environment 

 

As a wildlife ecologist, what would you like to know about this species? 



There movement patterns from park to park and how much population persistence depends on 

immigration/emigration  

 

Any other interesting facts about this species in NYC: 

Screech owls are the most common owl in New York State 


