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BETHANY — After receiving a flurry of panicked calls in response to what was described by 

some media as a “coyote attack” on a 17-year-old girl in her yard Tuesday, wildlife experts have 

this message for residents: Relax and let your kids go outside again. 

 

First, according to police, the girl was never bitten or attacked but was apparently scared and 

injured from an encounter with pricker bushes. 

 

Second, wildlife experts say coyotes get a bum rap in general and are often the first to be blamed 

for missing cats when indeed cars pose a much greater danger to pets. 

 

The wildlife hotline at the Humane Society of the United States’ office in Woodbridge has been 

ringing off the hook since news broke of the alleged coyote attack. “This is scaring people and 

they’re afraid to let their children out of the houses, which is really uncalled for,” said Laura 

Simon, field director for the Urban Wildlife Program for the Humane Society of the United 

States. 

“It’s a fairy tale: Here’s the big bad wolf coming to take their children away,” she said. 

 

State Trooper David Merriam said the teen was in a yard on a farm on Litchfield Turnpike — not 

walking on Litchfield Turnpike as originally reported — when something came out from behind 

a structure that she thought was a coyote. She ran or fell into pricker bushes and received 

scratches from those on her upper thighs, he said. At first she said she had been bitten by a 

coyote, then said she was not, Merriam said. 

 

Emergency responders couldn’t find any puncture marks on the girl and so she was not 

transported by them to the hospital. 

 

Merriam said there haven’t been any other reports of coyote attacks in Bethany that he can recall. 

 

Simon said the lack of bite mark evidence speaks for itself. “If you were bitten by a coyote there 

would be no doubt,” she said. She said in just about all the cases of a person being nipped or 

bitten by a coyote, the animal either was being fed by humans and was used to being near people, 

or was rabid. 

 

Simon noted a case last year in which a woman was nipped in the knee by a coyote, but as it 

turns out, that animal had become brazen because employees at a Branford McDonald’s were 

feeding it. At that time, Paul Rego, a state Department of Environmental Protection wildlife 

biologist, said it was the first time in his 20 years on the job that he’s ever heard of a coyote 

injuring a human being. 

 

Simon said some people make the mistake of leaving cat or dog food out for coyotes to eat, and 

the animals then become used to people. 

 



She said people can reverse the feeling of comfort coyotes can gain around humans by chasing 

them or making loud noises by banging pot tops together. 

 

Often the howling of a family of coyotes scares people who interpret it as a battle cry, she said, 

but usually it’s just communication because the animals are social with each other. 

 

She said the state estimates there are 2,000 coyotes in Connecticut and they are more noticed or 

seen when they appear in the suburbs because they are more visible than in the woods. 

 

Simon said a call to wildlife experts often goes like this: 

 

“There’s a coyote in my yard and he’s menacing,” the caller might say. 

 

“What’s he doing?” the wildlife expert will ask. 

 

“He’s in my yard,” comes the response. 

 

“But what’s he doing?” is the next question. 

 

“Laying their sunning himself,” the caller will report. 

 

But, said Simon, “Just because they see a coyote, it’s not menacing.” 

 

“This is not a new threat. We just have to be smart,” she said. 

 

Pamela McLoughlin can be reached at pmcloughlin@nhregister.com. 

 


